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President’s Message
Our February meeting promises to be splendid as Silver
Williams has engaged Bob Hubbs for his presentation of
“Ulysses Grant at Shiloh.” Bob Hubbs has been an academic
professor of Chemistry and a dean. He was President of the
South Bay Round Table, as well as a member of two other
Round Tables: Peninsula and San Francisco. He’s attended
nearly every West Coast Conference, and I know from
personal conversation, that he has done a great deal of
scholarship and research back East. He’s a dear, long-term
friend of our members here and we welcome him.
A note of sadness as we have learned of the death of
Ken Hansgen last November. Ken was a brilliant and
dedicated Shiloh guide. His memorial service will be held at
Shiloh National Military Park on Sunday, April 6, the actual day
the Battle of Shiloh commenced in 1862. If you are in the area
at that time, our members have been graciously invited to
participate and celebrate his many accomplishments during
his lifetime.
At our last Board meeting, we discussed having a Civil
War Trivia Night. If you are interested, please let a Board
Member know, and we can begin secretly choosing up teams.
It really is fun as those of us who carpooled to the Huntington
Conference can attest. Usually at least one member of the
team knows the answer, or as a last resort, we can collectively
fake it. Also we mentioned bringing back a brief “Show and
Tell“ segment as part of our meeting. Some members have
amazing artifacts the rest of us would enjoy seeing and
appreciating. I myself was given a Civil War sword and it is
my most prized possession. While the rest of the world might
be bemused, I know our Round Table members would share
my enthusiasm, and I would feel right at home.
Cheers.
Anne Peasley, President

MINUTES
SACRAMENTO CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE
Wednesday, January 8, 2014
HOF BRAU RESTAURANT, 2500 WATT AVENUE, SACRAMENTO
ATTENDANCE – 31
MEMBERS – 20
Anne M. Peasley, President
Donald J. Hayden, Vice President
George W. Foxworth, Treasurer
James M. Armstrong
Roy Bishop
Ardith A. Cnota
Mitchell M. Cnota
Monica S. Foxworth
Alan Geiken
Robert E. Hanley, IPP

Nina L. Henley, MAL
Wayne J. Henley, MAL
Kim Grace Long
Rick A. Peasley
Horst Penning
John Rice
Nicholas Scivoletto
Roxanne E. Spizzirri
Maxine Wollen
John V. Zasso

GUESTS – 11
Esther Boeck
Harvey D. Cain
Marsha J. Cain
Martha Hanley
Chris Highsmith
Bill Jackson
Jane Jackson
Arnold Kunst
Larry Spizzirri
Richard Spizzirri
Milo Turaykich

1.
2.
3.
4.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by President Anne Peasley.
President Peasley led the Pledge of Allegiance and introduced the guests.
The next Board Meeting is Friday, January 10, 2014, at Brookfield’s Restaurant on Madison near Interstate 80.
President Peasley then introduced the speaker, Immediate Past President Bob Hanley, and his topic was “Boy
General, Francis Channing Barlow.” Barlow was one of only a few men who entered the Civil War as enlisted men
and ended it as generals.
A. Barlow was born in Brooklyn, New York on October 19, 1834 but he grew up in Brookline, Massachusetts. He studied
law at Harvard, graduated first in his class, and was practicing law on the staff of the New York Tribune when the Civil
War started.
th
B. In April 1861, Barlow enlisted as a Private in the 12 New York Regiment, leaving behind his new bride, Arabella
st
Wharton Griffith Barlow, ten years his senior, after one day of marriage. He was commissioned a 1 Lieutenant in his
st
first month of service. By November, he was a Lieutenant Colonel in the 61 NY Volunteer Infantry and by the spring
of 1862, he became its Colonel.
C. Two days after the Battle of Antietam, Barlow was promoted to Brigadier General of Volunteers. He was an unusual
general, slight of build with a peaceful, boyish face, colorless cheeks without a typical general's beard, and a thin
voice. He dressed informally, often wearing a "checkered flannel lumberjack shirt under an unbuttoned uniform coat.”
D. On December 12, 1864, President Lincoln nominated Barlow for Brevet Major General, to rank from August 1, 1864,
and the US Senate confirmed the promotion on February 14, 1865.
E. Barlow was appointed Major General of Volunteers on May 26, 1865, to rank from May 25, 1865, but the promotion
was not confirmed by the US Senate until February 23, 1866, after the War was over and Barlow had resigned from
the Army.
F. Arabella Barlow, serving as an Army nurse, died of typhus on July 27, 1864, while Francis was battling in the
Overland Campaign. After the War, he married Ellen Shaw, sister of Colonel Robert Gould Shaw.
G. Barlow left the Army on November 16, 1865, and served as a US Marshall, NY Secretary of State, and NY State
Attorney General, before he returned to his law practice. He was a founder of the American Bar Association and was
active in Republican politics.
H. Barlow died of Bright’s disease in New York City on January 11, 1896. He was buried in Walnut Street Cemetery in
Brookline, MA.
5. President Peasley thanked Bob Hanley for his excellent presentation and presented him with a bottle of wine.
6. John Zasso sold additional raffle tickets and read the numbers.
7. The meeting was adjourned at 8:09 PM.
8. The February Board Meeting will be Wednesday, February 12, 2014, 10:00 AM, at Brookfield’s Restaurant.
George W. Foxworth, Acting for Secretary Paul Ruud
Treasurer’s Report
The cash balance following the January 8, 2014 meeting was $3,741.03. Thanks to John Zasso, other members, and
guests, the raffle brought in $46.00.
George W. Foxworth, Treasurer
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Date
February 12th
March 12th
April 9th
May 14th
June 11th

Coming Programs 2014
Speaker
Topic
Bob Hubbs
“General Grant at Shiloh”
Wayne and Nina
“General Joshua Lawrence
Henley
Chamberlain”
George Beitzel
“General Robert Edward Lee”
John Greer
“150th Gettysburg Re-Enactment”
Don Hayden
“Battlefield Medicine”

2014 Membership
The 2014 membership renewal is due as of January 1, 2014. The dues are $20.00 and
you can renew at a monthly meeting or send to the Treasurer through the mail. For all
checks, make them payable to Sacramento Civil War Round Table and send them to
George W. Foxworth
9463 Salishan Court
Sacramento, CA 95826-5233
Remember, you can also pay at a monthly meeting.

NEWSLETTER CIVIL WAR ARTICLES
Civil War articles/book reviews are welcome. The submission deadline is the 1st of each
month for that month’s Battle Cry. Submit your items in Microsoft Word or regular email
to:
gwfoxworth@sbcglobal.net
The Battle Cry is the monthly newsletter of the Sacramento CWRT. Submissions are
subject to availability of space and size limitations. Submissions do not necessarily
reflect the views of the organization or the Editor. The official address of this
organization is: Sacramento Civil War Round Table, Post Office Box 254702,
Sacramento, CA 95865-4702. http://www.sacramentocwrt.org is the web site address.
Check the web for past newsletter editions and information about the group.
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Kenneth “Ken” Herbert Hansgen
Printed by permission of Sharon Hansgen
Kenneth “Ken” Herbert Hansgen, 71, of Savannah, Tennessee, died Thursday, November
21, 2013. Ken was born in Hackensack, Bergen County, New Jersey, on May 21, 1942. He was the
only son of Herbert Ernest and Mildred Bertha Meyer Hansgen, both of whom preceded him in
death.
He leaves behind his wife of 38 years, Sharon Smith-Hansgen; two step-daughters, Desirie
Farncomb and Valerie Johnson; son-in-law Billy Johnson; granddaughters Mariah Berg and Maddie
Jones and her husband Will Evans; great grandson, Bennett Evans; and great-granddaughter,
Alithea Adams-Handy.
He also is survived by his only sister, Christina Hansgen Zuelch and her husband Milton
Zuelch; niece Sharon Zuelch Skelly and husband Michael Skelly; nephew Steven Zuelch and wife
Ginger Zuelch; two great-nephews and three great-nieces.
Ken grew up in Bogota, NJ, where he graduated from Bogota High School in 1960. He then
entered Rutgers University, College of Agriculture, NJ; where he received a Bachelor of Science
degree in animal science in 1964. At Rutgers, he was inducted into the honorary agricultural
fraternity, Alpha Zeta. Following graduation, Ken served three and a half years in the US Army. He
received basic and advanced training at Fort Gordon, Augusta, Georgia; then transferred to Fort
Benning, Georgia, to attend Infantry Officer Candidate School. In May 1965, Ken graduated as a
Second Lieutenant in the Medical Service Corps. He was then assigned to Headquarters Company
of the 37th Medical Battalion at Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio, Texas. From November 1966 to
December 1967, he served as Adjutant at a 400-bed evacuation hospital in Vietnam. He left active
duty as a Captain at the end of 1967.
Ken then moved to Fort Collins, Colorado, where he attended graduate school at the
University of Colorado, earning a Master of Science degree in zoology. Following graduation in
1969, he was hired by the State of California, Department of Health, in Sacramento, California,
where he worked for 27 years, first as a Vector Control Specialist; later as a Public Health Biologist
in California’s Shellfish Sanitation Program.
In California, Ken was an active member of the Civil War Skirmish Association, the National
Civil War Association, and the Sacramento Civil War Round Table. He developed a keen interest in
the Battle of Shiloh when he learned his wife, Sharon, was descended from a farmer, Marion V.R.
Shields, who lived near the Battlefield and fought there as a Confederate soldier.
Shortly after retiring in 1996, Ken and Sharon moved to Savannah, Tennessee and opened
their historic home on Church Street as the White Elephant Bed & Breakfast Inn. Soon Ken began
offering guided tours of Shiloh, doing business as Shiloh Guide Services, conducting some 1,000
tours during the past 17 years. Ken also was a part-time volunteer at Shiloh National Military Park
(NMP), member of the Company of Military Historians, and served on the executive boards of the
Friends of Shiloh National Military Park and the Tennessee River Museum. He also served as
secretary and president of the Hardin County Historical Society and was an active member of the
North-South Skirmish Association and the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), Post 4606, in
Savannah.
Ken closed his guide service business at the end of 2012, due to failing health as a result of
Parkinson’s Disease, and the B&B was sold in 2013.
A memorial service will be held at Shiloh NMP on Sunday, April 6, 2014, the actual day the
Battle of Shiloh began. Donations may be made to the Wounded Warrior Project at
www.woundedwarriorproject.org or Veterans of Foreign Wars, Post 4606, Savannah.
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1862 Events

A Summary Outline of the Civil
War in the Shenandoah Valley
Thanks to its unique geography and
agricultural abundance, the Shenandoah Valley
was critical to both sides during the Civil War—
indeed; numerous military campaigns were waged
up and down the Valley over the course of the
War. Today, because much of the landscape
remains essentially unchanged, modern visitors
can retrace the steps of Stonewall Jackson’s 1862
Valley Campaign, Lee’s invasion north in what
would be the Gettysburg Campaign, and the
campaigns of 1864 including Philip Sheridan’s
Shenandoah Campaign. There were 325 military
engagements, 14 major battles over the 3 years of
bloody campaigning; and almost 4,000 killed or
mortally wounded in this beautiful Valley.
The great Valley of Virginia, the
Shenandoah, was second only to the Mississippi
Valley in its strategic importance to the
Confederacy. Flanked on the west by the
Allegany Mountains and to the East by the Blue
Ridge, the valley stretched for nearly160 miles
from its confluence with the Potomac River in the
North at Harper’s Ferry to its headwaters adjacent
to those of the James River in the South. Average
Valley width is 25± miles. Major Valley towns,
then and now moving upstream, are Charlestown,
Winchester, Strasburg, Front Royal, Mt. Jackson,
New Market, Harrisonburg, Staunton,
Waynesboro, and Lexington (across the James
River Divide).
The Valley was served by the Manassas
Gap, Winchester and Potomac, and Virginia
Central Railroads: and significant lengths of the
Valley Pike were macadamized. The Valley’s
fertile fields and abundant mills made it the
granary, and a major meat and produce provider
for the Rebel Army of Northern Virginia. Angling
from southwest to northeast it was likened to a
giant arrow and a natural evasion route toward the
North.

At the eastern end of Virginia, about 150
miles from the Shenandoah Valley, a Federal army
of some 100,000 men under Gen. George
McClellan advanced northwest on the peninsula
between the James and York Rivers from Ft.
Monroe toward Richmond, hoping to take the
Confederate capital and end the war.
Understanding this and having received orders for
a “diversionary” operation from the Confederate
leadership in Richmond, Gen. Thomas J.
“Stonewall” Jackson saw that a bold and swift
campaign in his beloved Shenandoah Valley might
offset the many disadvantages that the
Confederacy faced that spring.
So in a feat of swift marching, deception,
counter-marching and sheer boldness, Jackson
conducted one of the most audacious and brilliant
diversionary campaigns in military history. With
only 18,000 men, he tied up elements of three
distinct Union armies—over 60,000 men—and
was able to prevent these separate Federal
commands from combining against his smaller
Rebel army.
Despite an initial tactical setback in March
at Kernstown near Winchester, Jackson quickly
recovered, then moved south, paused at Conrad’s
Store (present-day Elkton) east of Harrisonburg
and developed the vision for what would come to
be known as his 1862 Valley Campaign. To
deceive Federal forces, Jackson’s army marched
out of the Valley toward Charlottesville and
returned by train to Staunton, planning to close the
Valley’s western “back door”. In early May at
McDowell, he turned back Union troops from
Gen. John C. Fremont’s army. Learning that
another Union army was approaching the Valley
from the north, he then quickly moved in that
direction and, with reinforcements, defeated
Federal forces under Gen. Nathaniel Banks at
Front Royal (23 May) and Winchester 1st (25
May).
A portion of Jackson’s army pursued
Banks north as far as Harper’s Ferry. When forces
from three Federal armies tried to
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cut him off at Strasburg, he quickly moved
south again, eluding the trap. Pursued by two
Union commands—one in the main Valley
and one in the Luray Valley—Jackson turned
upon his foes east of Harrisonburg and
defeated them separately at Cross Keys (8
Jun) and Port Republic (9 June), preventing
them from uniting against him. Jackson had
thus accomplished his mission—he had
distracted Union leadership and diverted
Union forces away from McClellan at
Richmond. He was now free to join Lee’s
effort to defend the Confederate capital.
In 30 days Jackson had achieved
immortal fame with his classic Valley
offensive. His “foot cavalry” had marched
350 miles, defeated three separate Union
armies, numbering twice his strength, in five
battles. He had become a legend, and the
Confederate’s foremost hero. But Grant
suggested later in his memoirs that Jackson
was fortunate in being up against some of the
Union’s more mediocre generals; and the
results may have been quite different, if he
had had the opportunity to have battled the
likes of a Sheridan or a Thomas.
1863 Events
In the summer of 1863, Gen. R. E. Lee
made the Shenandoah Valley an “avenue of
advance” for his invasion of the north. He
selected the Valley due to its obvious
advantages. The Shenandoah Valley’s
bounteous farms and ample goods were a
welcome respite for Lee’s long-suffering
Army of Northern Virginia. The Valley
supplied his army with vital food stuffs,
horses and animal stock.
But more importantly, Lee used the
Blue Ridge—the mountain range on the
eastern side of the Valley—to screen his army
from Federal eyes thus avoiding a general
engagement until he and his troops were
ready. The Valley was a natural avenue of
advance that led perfectly to the Cumberland
Valley in Pennsylvania where Lee hoped to
draw the Federal army away from war-weary
Virginia.

During the advance, Confederate Gen.
Richard Ewell defeated a small Federal force
at the Battle of Winchester 2nd in mid-June,
clearing the way for Lee to move north.
After the stinging defeat at Gettysburg,
the Confederates crossed the Potomac at
Williamsport and once again found safety and
provisions in the Shenandoah Valley as the
Army of Northern Virginia regrouped and
amassed vital supplies. It has been stated that
a main reason why Lee ran a huge risk by
taking his Army into Pennsylvania was
because supplies were unavailable in Virginia.
That is mythology. Ample supplies were
indeed available at that time from the
Shenandoah and from the Carolinas via the
Weldon and Southside Railroads. It was true
that Lee’s Army was indeed short of supplies
on numerous occasions; but this was almost
entirely the fault of the very inept and corrupt
rebel Commissary General Lucius Northrop.
The absurdly incompetent Northrop was
another member of the “Friends of Jeff,”
Jefferson F. Davis, that is, whose other
incompetent buddies included Braxton Bragg
and John Bell Hood.
What then were the true reasons for
the provincial Lee’s northerly excursions into
Union territory? Historians cite three
probabilities. (1) Lee thought the invasions
would damage the Union’s will to fight.
Actually the reverse occurred; they
strengthened that will. (2) He believed such
aggressive action would indicate Confederate
viability to France and England towards their
recognition and military assistance. Certainly
the Gettysburg defeat had just the opposite
effect. And (3) Lee did so to counter J. F.
Davis’ proposal to send ANV units to the
Western Theatre to bolster Joseph Johnston’s
forces in Mississippi. In this case Lee was
quite successful, but many believe very
wrong? A fourth reason may be advanced
that Lee just liked to fight, a “War Monger,”
so to speak; but political correctness forbids
many from speaking of R. E. Lee in such
unsaintly terms!
6

1864 Events
The year 1864 saw the turning point in
the Civil War for the Valley. It was a complex
year of multiple military operations that ended
Confederate control of the Valley and wrought
the near total destruction of its agricultural
economy.
In May, a Federal army under Gen.
George Crook advanced south through West
Virginia with orders to cut railroad links from
Virginia to the west. To support Crook, Union
Gen. Franz Sigel was to move south through the
Shenandoah Valley almost to Harrisonburg. This
would also prevent any Confederate movement
out of the Shenandoah Valley to assault Grant’s
flank as it advanced south toward Richmond.
Sigel met defeat at New Market (15 May) in a
battle with Confederate forces reinforced by
cadets from the Virginia Military Institute. Sigel
was relieved and replaced by Gen. David Hunter.
In June, Hunter gained a victory in the rolling
landscape at Piedmont east of Staunton. With
most Confederate resistance checked, Hunter
moved south and burned the Virginia Military
Institute in Lexington. He was defeated
ultimately by Gen. Jubal Early at Lynchburg,
outside the Valley.
In an effort to divert Federal troops from
Gen. U. S. Grant’s Overland Campaign north of
Richmond, Gen. R. E. Lee sent Early north
through the Valley with instructions to strike all
the way to Washington D.C., if possible. His
assaults near the Federal capital in early July
caused the Lincoln Administration great
consternation. After withdrawing to the Valley
and delivering more Federal defeats at Cool
Spring (17-18 July) and at the Battle of
Kernstown 2nd (24 July), Early’s cavalry moved
north and burned Chambersburg, Pennsylvania,
in retaliation for the burning of Lexington. The
July battles would be the Confederacy’s last
major victories in the Shenandoah Valley.
Federal leaders turned to a new commander,
Gen. Philip H. Sheridan with instructions to
defeat Jubal Early and to bring a

new level of war to the Valley: “Do all the
damage to railroads and crops you can. Carry off
stock of all descriptions… so as to prevent
further planting. If the war is to last another
year, we want the Shenandoah Valley to remain a
barren waste.” Union forces included H. G.
Wright’s VI Corps, Crook’s VIII Corps, and W.
H. Emory’s XIX Corps for a total of 48,000.
Rebel forces numbered 42,000 ±.
In the early fall, Sheridan delivered
shattering defeats at the Battles of Winchester
3rd (19 September), and Fisher’s Hill (22
September), dashing Confederate hopes. Federal
cavalry then embarked on a 13-day campaign of
destruction to neutralize the Shenandoah
Valley’s agricultural base, this “breadbasket of
the Confederacy.” Early’s cavalry pestered the
Union raiders from Staunton north until Sheridan
routed the Confederates at Tom’s Brook and
pursued them 20 miles south to Woodstock. In a
final attempt to destroy Sheridan’s full army,
then encamped between Strasburg and
Middletown, Jube Early met a smashing defeat at
the Battle of Cedar Creek on 19 October. This
campaign was one of the most decisive in the
War. Thereafter, the Confeds, for all purposes,
had lost control of the Shenandoah Valley. Six
months later on 9 April 1865 the War in Virginia
ended, 50 miles away in the little town of
Appomattox Court House.
Bob Williams: 7-30-08
References:
“Times Illustrated Civil War Encyclopedia” by
P. L Faust, 1986: “Civil War Dictionary” by M.
Boatner III, 1987; “Maps and Descriptions” by
Shenandoah Valley Battlefields National
Historical District, 2006; “Battles and Leaders”,
Century Magazine, 1888.
Reprinted with permission of Bob Williams, August-2008.

7

