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President’s Message: What a neat departure from battles, generals, and 
tactics! Could it get much better than female spies? Silver Williams introduced 
us to three in particular whose careers were different in almost every way – yet 
each was effective. Presentations to the Round Table do spark interest in and 
conversations about the subject matter. In the last day or two, someone was 
telling me a story about Rose Greenhow – her spy agency was reaching its peak 
so she deliberately positioned herself to be arrested since she believed that 
would convince authorities her agency’s threat no longer merited watching. 
Wrong! Her associates continued to be very successful during Rose’s captivity. 
Thanks so much Silver – do come back and tell us about some more of them!  
 

The Gibson Ranch re-enactment happened on schedule. I understand that 
close to 3,000 children participated in the Friday program. My thanks to Walt 
Bittle, George Foxworth, Joan and George Beitzel, Courtnie Braziel, Kim Long, 
Edie Keister, Chuck Hubbard, Don Hayden, Drew Van Winkle, Maxine Wollen, 
Phil Mendes, Susan Williams, Alex Stehl, Roy Bishop, and Bob Maerdian for 
escorting students on their appointed rounds. This has always been a worthwhile 
day and this year was no exception. See you all again next year!   
 

The SCWRT presence at the re-enactment continued on Saturday and 
Sunday. Our booth was staffed where we dispensed information about the 
Roundtable to interested passers-by and generally enjoyed discussing the Civil 
War. None of this would have happened without members generously donating 
their time – thanks to Don Hayden, George Foxworth, Walt Bittle, Kim Long 
and Edie Keister. (Hope I didn’t miss anyone?)  Don also made a presentation 
about the Battle of Gettysburg each day at the Main Street Stage.  
 

Have you paid your 2008 SCWRT dues? It is easy to forget as the days 
and months move on so quickly! George Foxworth will accept your $20 by cash 
or check, by mail or in person. If you should stop receiving the Battle Cry, the 
reason might well be that you have forgotten to pay your 2007 dues. Don’t miss 
an issue!  
 

As you read this Battle Cry, Bob Hanley, SCWRT member as well as 
board member, is polishing his presentation for Wednesday night, June 11th, 
7:00 PM at the Plaza Hofbrau! He will introduce us to Francis Channing 
Barlow, a Federal general with an interesting life before, during, and after the 
war. Get there early, expect “standing room only!” See you at the Hofbrau. 

 
Paul Ruud 
 



 

 

Treasurer’s Report  
The cash balance following the May 14, 2008 meeting was $2,517.12.  Thanks to John Zasso, 
other members, and guests, the raffle brought in $66.00. 
  
George W. Foxworth, Treasurer 

 
 

MINUTES 
SACRAMENTO CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE 

MAY 14, 2008 
HOF BRAU RESTAURANT, WATT AVE, SACRAMENTO, CA 

 
Attendance-44 

 
 

Members-39 
Paul Ruud, President   Scottie Hayden   Maurice Mitchell 
George Foxworth, Treasurer  Don Hayden   John Nevins 
Edie Keister, Secretary   Nancy Hayden   Horst Penning 
Joan Beitzel    Stu Howe   Brad Schall 
George Beitzel    Pam Hubbard   Kris Scivoletto 
Ken Berna    Chuck Hubbard   Nicholas Scivpletto 
Roy Bishop    Lowell Lardie   Richard Sickert 
Walt Bittle    Victor Le   Drew Van Winkle 
Terry Brown    Grace Long   Robert Williams 
Lydia Donaldson    Cressie Mendes   Silver Williams 
William Donaldson    Phil Mendes   John Zasso 
Brad Friedman    Jim Middleton, Editor  Guest-2 
Alan Geiken    Vivian Miller   Flo Crawford 
Kyle Glasson    Betty Mitchell   Mark Penning  
 
 
 
1.     Meeting started at 7:00. Everyone welcomed by President Ruud. Plans for Gibson Ranch 
Reenactment     
        discussed. The upcoming November conference in Fresno was also discussed. This Day in History  
        read (actually May 10, 1869) 
 
2.     Member Silver Williams presented “Confederate Female Spies.” She covered three main women- 
Sara  
        Slater, Antonia Ford and Rose O’Neal Greenhow, her main subject. Silver accompanied her talk with  
        many photos passed around. It was so interesting and a great presentation. Thanks Silver! 
 
3.     Raffle was held and meeting adjourned at 8:30. 
 
 
Edie Keister 
Secretary  
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Coming Programs 2008 
Date Speaker Topic 

June 11th Bob Hanley “General Barlow” 
July 9th Don McCue “Abraham Lincoln” 

August 13th Harvey Cain “Bicycling the Underground Railway” 
Sept. 10th “Ted Savas” “Lincoln and Davis at War” 

 
 
 

BOOK REVIEW 
 

  
Berry, Stephen.  2007.  House of Abraham:  Lincoln and the Todds, a Family at War.  
Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston, New York.  ISBN-13:  978-0-618-42005-6 and ISBN-10:  
0-618-42005-3. 
  

I just finished reading a book that I’d recommend to all students of the Civil War 
(I’m not sure why, but I still dislike being called a “Civil War Buff.”)   
  

House of Lincoln is a rather small book in size, but very big in insight and 
information about Lincoln’s outlook about the Nation and the War.  And very well 
written!  The author, Stephen Berry, according to the book’s jacket, is an Asst. Prof. at 
the Univ. of Georgia, has authored one other book previously and been awarded a 
number of honors. 
  

I’ve plodded through many a boring historical work about the War, but this one is 
truly different.  But not perfect, nothing is.  True, there are a number of places where it is 
evident the text was run through a computer spell-check that failed to pick up typos that 
formed another word (such as they instead of the), and like many writers, this one too 
seems ignorant of the fact that the Tennessee River in my area flows northward, not 
south.  But these are easily overlooked when you read the author’s many vivid 
descriptions of the characters and incidents in this story. 
  

No previous volume has treated the entire Todd family and its relation to 
Abraham Lincoln and his notions about war and peace.  He viewed this Nation as a 
family, and his marriage to Mary Todd and her numerous and very difficult family 
considerably influenced this view.  Among his in-laws were Confederate soldiers, 
including three killed in the War, a cruel prison commandant and one-time mentor of 
Henry Wirz, a war profiteer, several alleged spies, a bona-fide traitor, and some other 
unsavory types.  But all were family to Lincoln, as the Nation became family. 
  
Read this book.  You won’t be sorry. 
 
Review by Ken Hansgen, Savannah, TN 
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A Report On The 10th Annual Gibson Ranch Re-Enactment 
By George W. Foxworth 

 
The National Civil War Association (NCWA) continued its 2008 re-enactment 

season on May 16-18 at historic Gibson Ranch in Elverta, California.  The theme was 
“Gettysburg.”  The NCWA is a private non-profit organization that uses “living history” to 
help the public to better understand the American Civil War.  By portraying the manner 
in which the soldiers and civilians lived, worked, fought, and died during the Civil War 
era, the NCWA hopes to keep alive the spirit and sacrifice made by the men, women, 
and children of that time. 

Gibson Ranch is a Sacramento County Park with rolling and grassy hills that 
allows excellent views of the battlefield and camps.  The site accommodated the camps, 
horses, cannons, soldiers, civilians, and other attendees.  In addition, the slight slope of 
the hillside gave an excellent view of the entire battlefield. 

On May 16th, Friday, the NCWA and Gibson Ranch hosted approximately 2,800 
students from Sacramento area schools.  The Sacramento Civil War Round Table 
(SCWRT) served as tour guides for the school children.  On May 17th and 18th, the 
SCWRT hosted an event booth. 

The following SCWRT members participated with the school children:  George 
Beitzel, Joan Beitzel, Roy Bishop, Walt Bittle, Courtnie Braziel, George W. Foxworth, 
Don Hayden, Chuck Hubbard, Edie Keister, Grace Long, Phil Mendes, Paul Ruud, Bob 
Williams, Susan Williams, Alex Stehl, Maxine Wollen, and Drew Van Winkle.  Bob 
Maerdian from the Sons of Union Veterans also helped with the children.  In addition, 
the following SCWRT members worked in the SCWRT booth:  Walt Bittle, Terry Bowen, 
George W. Foxworth, Don Hayden, and Edie Keister.  Finally, Sharon Bogart, Stu 
Howe, Vivian Miller, John Nevins, and John Zasso attended.  Many thanks to the 
volunteers and attendees. 

On Saturday and Sunday, SCWRT member Dr. Don Hayden gave an 
educational talk on Gettysburg.  The talks were excellent and well-received by the 
attendees. 

Gettysburg is about sixty miles north of Washington, DC and is one of the best 
known battles of the American Civil War.  By many historians, this three-day battle (July 
1 – 3, 1863) is thought to be a turning point of the War.  With combined forces of about 
140,000 troops, the casualties were devastating on both sides.  The Union dead and 
wounded was nearly 25% of their force and about 30% of the Confederates were 
wounded and killed.  There was no major fighting on July 4. 

On July 5, the Federal troops slowly drove/allowed the Confederates to retreat 
across the Potomac River towards Virginia.  The swollen River nearly blocked the 
retreat.  The battle was the beginning of the end for international recognition for the 
Confederate cause, especially from England. 

The remains of over 8,000 men and 3,000 horses lay rotting in the hot July sun.  
The stench filled the Gettysburg area for months.  As the armies moved on, wounded 
and dying men from both sides were left and the local citizens were the caregivers and 
undertakers. 

The conditions were dry and hot, in other words, excellent.  In addition, summer 
came to Sacramento with high 90 and over 100-degree temperatures.  Water was in  



5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

high demand and the re-enactors were excellent.  Unfortunately, there were not many 
public attendees.  

The 2008 Gibson Ranch event was a complete success and the NCWA and 
Gibson Ranch are commended for their great work.  We look ahead to the 2009 event. 
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    Random Pictures from 2008 Civil War School Day at Gibson Ranch - Part One 



     Random Pictures from 2008 Civil War School Day at Gibson Ranch – Part Two 
 
 



      Random Pictures from 2008 Civil War School Day at Gibson Ranch – Part Three 


