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President’s Message
Greetings from hotter than hot!
More than 40 years ago, I spent a stretch of two years in
Mississippi on the Tombigbee River. South of Aberdeen, Okolona, and
Tupelo, and close to the Alabama border, the spot was quintessential
South. The New York City girl that I had been was irrevocably changed
by the experience. August there was hot. But not the same hot as here.
Yesterday, I hung my just-washed hand towels outside in 12% humidity
at 108 degrees. It took eleven minutes for them to dry. Everywhere
outside was as still as a tomb.
It brought me back to the heat of Mississippi. Everything there
was alive in the heat. The insect sounds were a vibration so fast it
hummed. And loud. The birds never quit either because of such a
smorgasbord. There was a screechy, panting, sweating, humid life both
seen and unseen. I could only get silence by diving deep into the River.
I rode my bike everywhere…to work, to church, and to Birmingham,
Alabama. That’s right, all by myself. I was fearless and always
fascinated. I felt as though I had been transported 100 years back in
time to a wilderness of loblolly pines and cottonmouths.
Our own Nancy Samuelson will be presenting this next meeting.
Her topic is Nathan Bedford Forrest. Is there a more controversial figure
of the Civil War? Our brave Nancy will no doubt thoroughly educate us
and sift the truth from the legend, both good and bad. (But I have to
hector Nancy. How come she keeps running away from me when I ask
her about board positions if she is so brave?)
I have to admit that Nathan Bedford Forrest always scared me a
little. He seemed invincible and dark. It brought me back to the
Tombigbee and the snakes of Mississippi. But I love learning dearly.
And gossip. I bought the Jack Hurst biography of Forrest from Ted
Savage at a Conference a few years ago on his recommendation.
I also spoke with Battlefield Historian, Tom Cartwright, at our last
Conference and asked him about Forrest. He was most insightful. So I
cannot wait to hear what Nancy has to add. Such an intriguing figure as
Forrest can be discussed for hours on these long, hot summer evenings.
I am bringing my Civil War sword to the next meeting. I will
display it in our room before the meeting. Cross my heart.
Let us all stay cool and well.

Anne Peasley, President

MINUTES
SACRAMENTO CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE
Wednesday, July 8, 2015
HOF BRAU RESTAURANT, 2500 WATT AVENUE, SACRAMENTO
ATTENDANCE – 39
MEMBERS – 28: George W. Foxworth, Treasurer, Paul Ruud, Secretary, Silver Williams, Program Director,
Jim Armstrong, Roy Bishop, Alice Corley, Monica Foxworth, Robert E. Hanley, IPP, Jim Harper, Nina
Henley, MAL, Wayne Henley, MAL, Christopher Highsmith, Bill Jackson, Jane Jackson, James Juanitas,
Dennis Kohlmann, Arnold Kuntz, Barbara Leone, Rick A. Peasley, Ron Perisho, John Rice, Ed Rill, Nancy
Samuelson, Nick Scivoletto, Richard Sickert, Roxanne E. Spizzirri, James Taff, Susan Williams
GUESTS – 11: Ester Boeck, Seanna Curler, Alan Geiken, John Greer, Kitty Hightower, Bret Lonsway, Joe
Maxwell, Robert Orr, Larry Spizzirri, Richard Spizzirri, Jack Tucker
1. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Acting President Paul Ruud. Ruud explained that
President Anne Peasley and Vice President Don Hayden were not in attendance.
2. Ruud led the Pledge of Allegiance followed by an introduction of visitors.
3. Nina and Wayne Henley filled in beautifully for John Zasso in conducting the raffle.
4. Ruud reminded all present of the 2015 West Coast Civil War Conference to be held in Tulare, CA, Nov
13-15. The Hampton Inn, Tulare, offers a Conference rate of $85 per night, call 844-814-1595 for
reservations.
6. Ruud introduced our speaker, Joe Maxwell, from the Stanislaus Civil War Association in Modesto, CA. In
a previous presentation to the SCWRT, Maxwell’s talk had carried the title, George Armstrong Custer 1 –
the subject this time was GAC 2. This talk discussed Custer’s post-War activities up to and including
June 25, 1876, at the Little Big Horn.
7. Maxwell urged each member of the audience to be a member of a jury and to decide, based on the
information to be presented, whether “Custer committed suicide?” At the end of the evening, the jury was
sent home to ponder the evidence without taking a vote.
8. The 7th Cavalry Regiment was created in 1866 and Lt Colonel Custer was truly the Commander even
though the command billet called for a full colonel. In 1869, Colonel John Sturgis was assigned
Commander but in name only since Sturgis was not co-located with the 7th. Maxwell covered Custer’s
military life in considerable detail to include the final battle. The US Army was on a mission to force the
Indians to return to their designated land in the Indian Territory. Units led by Gibbons, Terry, and Crook
were converging on a network of rivers looking for a known Lakota Village. Where the other commanders
read the tea leaves and chose not to engage, Custer continued his high risk profile knowing that being
outnumbered was his normal posture. With only a fraction of the 7th Cavalry; (a larger portion was with
Major Reno investigating down the Powder River). Custer found and then followed fresh tracks leading to
the Little Big Horn River and unfortunately found Crazy Horse and his legions – it was Custer’s last battle
as they were overwhelmed by the Lakotas.
9. Ruud thanked Joe with kind words and presented him a bottle of wine with the advice to not open it on his
way back to Modesto.
11. The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM. The next Board Meeting will be Wednesday, August 12, 2015,
10 AM, at Brookfield’s Restaurant. Come one, come all!
Paul Ruud, Secretary
Treasurer’s Report
The cash balance following the July 8, 2015 meeting was $4,730.68. Thanks to Nina and Wayne Henley and
other members and guests, the raffle brought in $53.00.
George W. Foxworth, Treasurer
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Coming Programs for 2015 and 2016
Date
August 12th
September 9th

Speaker
Nancy B. Samuelson
Fred Bohmfalk

October 14th

Tom Lubas

November 11th

Tad Smith

December 9th
January 13th
February 10th

Nicholas Scivoletto
Paul G. Ruud
To Be Determined

Topic
“Nathan Bedford Forrest”
“A Personal Look at the Lives of
Generals Grant, Sherman, and
Sheridan”
“Chicago, That Toddlin’ Civil War
Town”
“The Failed Struggle to Obtain
Recognition of the Confederacy by
England and France”
“General Joseph E. Johnston”
“Jefferson Finis Davis”
To Be Determined

NEWSLETTER CIVIL WAR ARTICLES
Civil War articles/book reviews are welcome. The submission deadline is the 1st of each
month for that month’s Battle Cry. However, you can submit articles at anytime.
Please submit your items in Microsoft Word or regular email to:
gwfoxworth@sbcglobal.net
Do not submit scanned files since I need to edit files to combine the Battle Cry.
The Battle Cry is the monthly newsletter of the Sacramento CWRT. Submissions are
subject to availability of space and size limitations. Submissions do not necessarily
reflect the views of the organization or the Editor. The official address of this
organization is: Sacramento Civil War Round Table, Post Office Box 254702,
Sacramento, CA 95865-4702. http://www.sacramentocwrt.org is the web site address.
Check the web for past newsletter editions and information about the group.
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WEST COAST CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE
November 13 - 15, 2015
**TULARE HISTORICAL MUSEUM, 444 WEST TULARE AVENUE, TULARE, CA 93274-3831
Note: Conference Seating Limited to 107, so PLEASE REGISTER EARLY—1st come 1st served!
Hampton Inn, Tulare offers a Conference rate for us of $85 per night. Free Breakfast. 1100 North
Cherry Street, (844) 814-1595 or (559) 686-8700. It is always full Saturday mornings so book early!
(Highway 99—Use Prosperity Avenue off ramps.) The Hampton Inn is West of 99, behind Apple Annie’s
Restaurant (on Blackstone Street).
There are several other hotels in the immediate area, but all are near 99, while the Museum is in the
West part of Tulare.
CONFERENCE REGISTRATION: Checks payable to San Joaquin Valley Civil War Round Table
(SJVCWRT), $150. (*See below for dinners for non-registered persons.)
Send registration (http//sjvcwrt.com) to Ron Vaughan, 730 East Tulare Avenue, Tulare, CA 93274-4336.
Questions: Ron Vaughan (559) 686-3633 ronvaughan@prodigy.net

TENATIVE SCHEDULE:
FRIDAY
4:00--5:30-- Registration and Social Hour
5:30--6:00—Civil War Jeopardy, Ted Savas
6:00—7:00 --Dinner
7:00—8:00—Looking Back at the Causes of the Civil War, Michael Oddinino
SATURDAY
8:30 --9:30— Forrest’s Operations in 1865, Thomas Cartwright
9:30-- 10:30— CSS Shenandoah, Gary Joiner
10:30--11:30—Grant’s Attempt to Take Petersburg, Edward Alexander
12:00—1:00-- Lunch
1:00—2:00— The Breakthrough at Petersburg, Edward Alexander
2:00—3:00--- Appomattox Surrender, Michael Oddinino
3:00--3:15-- Break
3:15-- 4:15—1865 Medicine, Dr. Brian Clague
4:15--5:15—Sherman’s Carolina Campaign, Mike Green
5:15—6:00-- Break
6:00—7:00-- Dinner
7:00—8:00 -- 1865 Photos, Ron Perisho
8:00—9:00 – Battle of Palmito Ranch and Jo Shelby’s Exodus, Ron Vaughan
SUNDAY
8:30-9:30— CSA Veterans, Evan Jones
9:45-10:45--- Early Reconstruction 1865, Jim Stanbery
10:45- 11:45— Panel Discussion
11:45—12:00-- Raffle
12:00--1:00 --- Museum Tour
*For non-registered dinner guests, the cost is $20, but if Conference is sold out, there may not be a table
space. We will do our best to accommodate you.
**Directions from hotel area to Museum: Drive South on Highway 99, or Blackstone, or Cherry; go
West on Tulare Avenue. The Parking Lot is North of the Museum, between “E” Street and “F” Street.
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Blockading the Rebelling States
via Scott’s “Anaconda” Plan
It was Senior General Winfield Scott’s thinking
that the States in Rebellion had limited internal human
and material resources to conduct an extensive war, and
that to constrain them from outside sources would limit
the conflict, which even under the best of circumstances
would be lengthy. He was quite correct, but how to do
this was the open question. Much discussion occurred in
Lincoln’s cabinet. First item was to totally eliminate trade
between the North and South; and this was much easier
said than done. Some believe that even Grant’s father’s
General Store in Galena, Illinois was still selling black
market Southern cotton and tobacco, up to the time that
Grant was Commanding General at Vicksburg! The
Union’s inland waterways, Admiral D. D. Porter had a
solution for this; Steal the cotton before it could be
shipped; but his warships on the Red River became so
heavily loaded with cotton bales that they couldn’t clear
the sand bars at low stages. His partial remedy was not to
unload the cotton, but to dismount some of the ships’
heavy artillery. (See earlier Battle Cry “Red River”
Article). But the main political issue was between Port
Closure versus Port Blockade.
Lincoln still wished to think of the Southern States as
being part of the Union, not a separate country, and only
holding a dispute; and that he could do this closure by
Executive Order, with the approval of the Congress. Such
would be administered and enforced by municipal law;
but, those were the very folks in the rebellion! Moreover,
some foreign nations would not buy into this, since they
had already recognized the South as a “belligerent.” It
was hard to reason that this was not so, since they had a
functioning central government.
Secretary of State Seward recommended the
blockade under international law approach; but Secretary
of the Navy Wells (Lincoln called him “Father Neptune”)
still held out for a de-facto approach on the major
Southern ports only, which may not have been acceptable
to all countries. Lincoln followed Seward’s advice.
Seward, with the able assistance of Ambassador
Charles Francis Adams (Son & Grandson of the
Presidents) were doing all they could to prevent the
English from full diplomatic recognition of the

Confederacy, but that is a separate story. (See Battle Cry
articles of 4-05 and later editions.)
Lincoln forbade trade with the South, 16 April
1861, and proclaimed the blockade of Southern ports, 27
April. The English were amused by the idea that the
Union planned to blockade 3,500 miles of coastline,
pierced by some 180 openings for commerce: bays,
rivers, lagoons, swamps—the largest blockade ever
attempted be any nation. A four-member Blockade
Strategy Board was formed to develop details for these
operations. Members were: S. F. DuPont & C. H. Davis,
Navy; A. D. Bache, Coast Survey; and J. G. Barnard,
Corps of Engineers.
At first, it was indeed only a paper blockade. The
North had just three ships in port, but efforts were
tightened rapidly. By December, there were 136 ships
bought and 86 more under construction. Within 6
months, four blockading squadrons were formed; the
North and South Atlantic, and East and West Gulf. They
were commanded by Admirals Goldsborough, Du Pont,
McKean-Baily, and Farragut. Some 600 Federal vessels
were engaged as Blockaders.
With the capture of the North Carolina ports by
Burnside, Fort Pulaski by Gilmore, New Orleans by
Farragut, and the above Navy increase in its blockading
fleet, blockade runner capture rate went from 1 in 9 in
1861 to 1 in 7 and then 1 in 3 by the end of the War.
However, it must be recognized that the blockade alone
carried with it a deterrent factor of nearly 90%; i.e. only
some 10% of the ships entering Southern ports before the
War did so during the War. Accordingly, cotton exports
shrank from $190 million in 1860 to $4 million in 1862,
(2.1%, the difference due to the smaller vessels used as
“runners”).
Blockade Runners: Beginning early in the War,
the blockade running business was highly profitable and
brought a rush of participants, some of whom made
millions of dollars while prices soared. It is said that the
runners could afford to lose one ship in three runs and still
make a profit. Salt worth $6.50 a ton in the Bahamas
bought $1,700 in the South, and coffee at $249/ton was
$5,500 in rebel land. Freight rates ranges up to
$1,000/ton, and the wages for the sailors also high. A
successful ship’s captain could make up to $5,000 on a
single run up from $150 in the merchant service. U.S.
consuls in England offered monetary awards to anyone
who could provide information about runners. When the
Feds learned that runners were using anthracite coal
because it burned with less smoke, all such shipments to
foreign ports were banned.
The Runners themselves adopted every possible
ruse, like using barrels labeled “Fish” to actually contain
gun powder. Also in time the runners began to use new
faster ships that were long, low rakish craft, with short
masks and convex forecastle decks to carry more stuff and

also go through instead of over rough seas. In addition,
they discovered that instead of coming directly to
Southern ports; they went first to intermediate points,
mainly Nassau, Bermuda, and to a lesser degree, Cuba;
and there transferred cargoes to smaller craft that could
more easily be sneaked into points along the Southern
coast. More about the new generation runner ships is in
the Graphics. Late in the game, the Rebel government
found it necessary to get directly into the business; which
had before been mainly private enterprise. The private
operators, however, were more profit-oriented than rebel
loyalty-oriented; and liked to haul high value luxury
items, rather than heavy military supplies.
How important was the blockade? Some
historians believe that the blockade with more than 600
ships, not the force of Union arms, finally brought about
the downfall of the Confederacy. In all, 1,504 vessels,
valued at more than $30 million, were captured. (Please
note that an 1864 dollar was equivalent to about 24+
dollars in 2015.)
Service in the Federal Navy Blockading Force was,
perhaps, the most boring in the military; but it was a damn
site safer than being in the Infantry. Moreover, it could be
very lucrative; since the Navy had something the Army
did not. That was:
Prize Money: A captured vessel or other property
taken in Naval warfare was sent to an international
recognized admiralty court, where it was appraised and
sold; and the funds received were distributed to the naval
personnel involved. This was typically done by eights as
follows: 1/8 Admiral; 2/8 Captain; 2/8 Other Officers;
1/8 Petty Officers; and 2/8 Remainder of Crew. But this
was variable. Frequently, the Feds also took a cut, even
up to 50%.
Specific Blockader and Runner Activities:
The following eight paragraphs are primary references on
specific subjects, presented in an 1883 book: The
Blockade and the Cruisers by Annapolis Professor J.
Russell Soley, and former Navy Assistant Secretary.⃰
The proclamation of the blockade caused for a
time a cessation of regular commerce; and it was only
after a considerable interval that a new commerce, with
appliances specially adapted to the altered state of things,
began to develop. Meantime illicit trade in a small way
flourished. The profits were considerable, though not
comparable to those of later years; and the work required
neither skill nor capital. This guerilla form of contraband
traffic gradually decreased after the first year, though
there was always a little going on from the Bahamas, and
on the coast of Texas.
With cotton at four pence a pound in Wilmington
and two shillings a pound in England, the Liverpool
merchant was not a man to hesitate long. Blockaderunning from Europe had already been attempted, but the
profits had not been sufficient to outweigh the risk of

capture during the transatlantic voyage. Now, however,
when half-crowns could be turned into sovereigns at a
single venture, capitalists could afford to run almost any
risk; and as it happened, at the very time when the profits
increased, a plan was devised to lessen the danger.
Attempts had already been made to obviate the risk by a
fictitious destination to Nassau or Bermuda; but the
capture and condemnation of one or two vessels proved
this device to be a failure. The plan of trans-shipment was
then adopted, and two vessels were employed, each
specially fitted for its peculiar service, one for the long
and innocent passage across the ocean, the other for the
short but illegal run to the blockaded port; and liability to
confiscation was thus reduced to a minimum.
The Confederate Government did not hesitate
to enter the field and take a share in the business. Vessels
adapted to the purpose were bought by agents in England,
and loaded with munitions of war, and Confederate Naval
officers under orders from the Department were placed in
command. These vessels cleared under the English flag,
taking out a sailing captain to comply with the
requirements of law. Later, they were transferred to the
Confederate flag, and initiated a regular trade between
Nassau or Bermuda and Wilmington or some other
blockaded port. The Government owned three or four
such vessels, and was part-owner in several others.
One of the prettiest captures made off Wilmington
was that of the SS Ella and Anna, by Master J. B. Breck
of the USS Niphon, in the following November. Breck
was an officer of pluck and resource, and he won a name
for himself by his dashing successes on the Wilmington
blockade. About five o'clock on the morning of the 9th of
November, as he was returning along the shore from a
chase near Masonboro Inlet, he discovered a side-wheel
steamer to the northward, stealing along toward the
entrance of the River. Outside of her lay a blockader,
who opened fire on her with grape shot, and the blockaderunner, finding herself intercepted, steered directly for the
USS Niphon with the intention of running her down.
Breck saw the intention, and fixed on his plan in an
instant. Heading for the steamer, he formed his boarders
on the bow. The blockade-runner dashed on at full speed
under a shower of canister, and struck him a blow that
carried away his bowsprit and stem. In a moment, his
boarders were over the rail and on the deck of the
blockade-runner; and a few seconds made her a prize.
She had on board three hundred cases of Austrian rifles
and a quantity of potassium nitrate; and the prize-sale
netted $180,000. The SS Ella and Anna was taken into
the service, and in the next year, under her new name of
the USS Malvern, became famous as the flagship of
Admiral Porter.
The warfare on both sides was accompanied by a
variety of ruses and stratagems, more or less ingenious
and successful, but usually turning out to the benefit of

the blockade-runner. When a steamer was sighted, the
blockading vessel that made the discovery fired signals in
the direction she had taken. This was at best an uncertain
guide, as the blockaders could only make a rough guess at
the stranger's position. The practice was no sooner
understood than the enterprising captains at Nassau sent
for a supply of signal rockets, and thereafter they were
carried as a part of the regular equipment. Running
through the fleet, and finding himself discovered, the
captain immediately fired his rockets in a direction at
right angles to his course; and the blockaders were sent on
a wild-goose chase into the darkness. If there were many
of them, they were apt to get in each other's way; and
more than once serious damage was done by a friendly
vessel. The USS Howquah, off Wilmington, on a dark
night, in September 1864, had nearly succeeded in making
a prize, when the concentrated fire of the batteries, the
blockading squadron, and, according to the belief of the
commander, of the blockade-runner, proved to be too
much for him, and caused him to draw off.
As it was, blockade-running was not an
occupation involving much personal danger, and little
apprehension was felt about running through the fleet.
Calcium lights were burned, and shot and shell flew
thickly over and around the entering vessel, but they did
not often hit the mark. At Wilmington, it was perhaps not
so much the inshore blockade that killed the trade as the
practice of keeping fast cruisers outside. Until near the
end of 1864, when the stringency of the blockade became
extreme, the captures were not numerous enough to take
up more than a slight margin of the enormous profits that
it netted. These profits were made both on the outward
and the inward voyages, and it is hard to say which were
the more extraordinary. The inward cargoes consisted of
all kinds of manufactured goods, and especially of
"hardware," the innocent name under which arms and
ammunition were invoiced. The sale of these brought in
from five hundred to one thousand per cent of their cost.
The return cargo was always cotton, and the steampresses at Wilmington, reducing it to the smallest possible
bulk, enabled the long, narrow blockade-runners to carry
six hundred, eight hundred, or even twelve hundred bales,
of five or six hundred pounds each. Even the upper deck
was piled up with two or three tiers of bales. As a clear
profit of $120,000 each way was no uncommon result, it
is easy to believe that owners could afford to lose a vessel
after two successful trips. It was the current opinion in
the squadron off Wilmington, in the early part of the last
year, that two-thirds of the vessels attempting to enter
were successful; and it has been estimated that out of the
sixty-six blockade-runners making regular trips during the
War, forty were captured or destroyed, but only after a
successful career for a shorter or longer period.
Gradually, in the last few months, too many vessels were
caught to make the trade profitable; and it was slowly

declining, though it did not cease altogether until the
blockade was raised.
At New Inlet, which was a favorite Wilmington
entrance, the blockade-runners would frequently get in by
hugging the shore, slipping by the end most vessel of the
blockading line. Even on a clear night a properly
prepared craft was invisible against the land, and the roar
of the surf drowned the noise of her screw or paddles.
Having a good pilot and little depth, she could generally
run well inside of the blockaders. After passing the line,
she would show a light on her inshore side; this was
answered from the beach by a dim light, followed by
another, above and beyond the first. These were the
range-lights for the channel. By getting them in line, the
blockade-runner could ascertain her position, and in a few
moments, she would be under the guns of the Fort. When
the practice of blockade-framing was reduced to a system,
a signal-service was organized on shore, and signal
officers and pilots were regularly detailed for each vessel.
After the fall of Fort Fisher, and before the fact was
known, the duties of the signal-service were assumed by
the officers of the USS Monticello, under the direction of
Cushing; and two famous blockade-runners, the SS Stag
and the SS Charlotte, were helped in by range lights from
the shore, only to find themselves prizes.
Our Civil War was not unlike other wars, in that a
lot of people were killed or injured; but some people made
a lot of money.
References: ⃰ The Soley 1883 book, which is the
primary reference for this article, has been digitized and
is available for reading without cost at;
http://google.com/books?id=7t4mpuw6yg8C
Official Records-Navy; Series 1, Vol 12 & 16;
Blockade Runners & Raiders; Time-Life Inc., 1971;
Warships of the Civil War by T. Gibbons, 1989;
Confederate Blockade Runner by A. Konstam, 2006.
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