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Presidents Message: 
First I want to thank Susan Williams 

for arranging for her friend Helen Trimpi to 
speak to us last month.  I didn’t realize what 
an important Civil War resource Helen is.  It 
was a real pleasure to hear her speak on a 
topic that is obviously  a passion of hers.  She 
also gave me something she had written on a 
Harvard man who fought for the South and 
died at Fredericsburg. 
 She also gave me some copies of an 
article about recognizing all the Harvard 
alumi who died in the war.  In 1874 the Union 
sacrifices were memorialized in the beautiful 
Neo-Gothic Memorial Hall with its 137 
marble inscribed names in the transept and its 
stained glass windows. 
 There are 68 alumni from the College, 
the Law School and the Scientific School who 
have never been memorialized, although 
recognition has been proposed three times, in 
1876,1911-12 and in the early 1930’s. 
 The Confederate memorial project 
was again raised in 1976 and strongly 
supported by the Rev. Peter J. Gomes.  
Reverend Gomes is an American of African  
descent.  He took up the cause in a “spirit of 
reconciliation not with a wicked cause , but 
with young lives who once shared the ideals  

of the University but who died at one 
another’s hands in the most morally deviating 
of human conflicts, a civil war. 
 The Confederate Memorial movement 
was taken up in the pages of Harvard 
Magazine  in 1992.  More than $8,000 was 
raised and only approval by the Harvard 
alumni association was needed to go ahead.  
Accepting that the memorial could not be in 
Memorial Hall because of a legal prohibition 
by its donors, it was planned to place a plaque 
in Memorial Church listing all of the Civil 
War dead - including the names of the 
Southerns (as Yale did in 1919).  They would 
join alumni who died in the two World Wars 
and the Korean War, among whom are five 
soldiers of the Kaiser and one who was killed 
fighting in Hitler’s army. 
The proposal, approved by the Alumni 
association, went to the Board of Overseers in 
the fall of 1995 and “ran into a buzzsaw of 
strong opposition from a relative few black 
alumni, causing further opposition from the 
Harvard Crimson , the Harvad Law Record 
and a number of undergraduates.”  The 
Overseers, not wanting to split the 
University,. sent the matter back to the 
Alumni Assocation for further study.   
(continued on page 3) 



MINUTES 
SACRAMENTO CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27, 2003 
Sizzler Restaurant, 2030 Fulton Avenue, Sacramento 

 
Attendance – 38  

Members – 34          
Dennis Kohlmann, President Glyen Brown  Leslie Michaels  Bob Williams 
George Foxworth, Treasurer Ardith Cnota  Jim Middleton  Susan Williams 
Walt Bittle, Secretary  Mitch Cnota  Paul Ruud  Maxine Wollen 
Dudley Albrecht   Alan Geiken  Natalie Schafer  John Zasso 
George Beitzel   Don Hayden  Rudy Schafer    
Joan Beitzel   Edie Keister  Brad Schall  Guests – 4   
Roy Bishop   Ken Kitchen  Patti Schall  Bob Lowe 
Fred Bohmfalk   Mary Lou Lentz  Andrew Sneeringer Rosemary Lowe 
Carol Breiter   Earl Martin  Ted Swanson  George Martin 
Steve Breiter   Virginia Martin  James Taff  Helen Trimpi 
 
1.  President Kohlmann opened the meeting by reviewing this day in Civil War history.  
New members and guests were introduced and welcomed.   The minutes of July 30 were 
approved as printed. 
 
2.  Program – Helen Trimpi of Palo Alto presented an excellent review of Harvard 
students (mostly graduates) who were involved in some way in the Civil War.  Helen has 
done extensive research into the roles played by Harvard graduates, both Union and 
Confederate, in the war.  She provided a four-page composite of likenesses of the better- 
known grads, and outlined their rank, service, and post-war careers.   Following her 
presentation, a book of Helen’s poetry was available for sale.  Our sincere thanks to 
Helen for traveling all this way to share her research with us. 
 
3.  Committee/Activity Reports 

a.  Dennis Kohlmann reminded members that a Nominating Committee will be 
appointed in September, and that elections for new officers will be held in 
October. 

 b. Dudley Albrecht announced that Cold Harbor will open in theaters on the 25th 
    of December. 

  
4.  Following a spirited raffle, the meeting was adjourned at 8:25. 
 
Walt Bittle 
Secretary 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The cash balance following the meeting of August 27, 2003 was $1,913.11. Thanks to 
members and guests, the raffle brought in $74.00. 
George W. Foxworth 
Treasurer 
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 (continued from page 1) 
 The day has not arrived in 
which the memorial can be 
established in the Church at 
Harvard. 
_____________________________ 

Upcoming Programs 
 
September  24th Tom Caffey speaks 
on Santa Rosa and Petaluma in the 
Civil War. 
October 29th Paul Wagstaffe on The 
Expanded Constitution. 
December 3rd Susan Williams on a  
Civil War Photographer. 
_____________________________ 

Election of Officers in October 
 A nominating committee will be 
announced at the September meeting. If 
you would like to run for an office or 
know someone you think would make a 
good officer let the chairman know. 

 
The Demise and Recovery of the 

U.S.S. Cairo 
           

The U.S.S. Cairo was one of 
seven ironclad gunboats named in 
honor of towns along the upper 
Mississippi and Ohio rivers. Others 
were Carondelet, Cincinnati, 
Louisville, Mound City, Pittsburg, and 
St. Louis (later renamed Baron de 
Kalb). These powerful and 
formidable vessels were essentially 
identical, each mounting thirteen 
guns. Their displacement was 512 
tons of which 122 tons was due to 
armor. Draft was 6 feet and speed 
was 9 knots. They formed the 

backbone of the Western Rivers 
Fleet. In large part Union hopes to 
control the lower Mississippi River 
and split the Confederacy rested 
upon them. The "City Class" 
gunboats (a.k.a. “Pook Turtles”) 
were designed by naval architect 
Samuel M. Pook and built by riverine 
engineer James B. Eads*. All seven 
boats were constructed over a six-
month period, Aug.’61-Jan.’62. 

The Cairo was built at Mound 
City, Illinois, and commissioned in 
January 1862. She saw limited 
action in the engagement at Plum 
Point in May and in the battle of 
Memphis in June. A much more 
significant action came six months 
later, however, when she kept a 
rendezvous with destiny. On the 
morning of December 12, 1862, 
Cairo led a small flotilla up the Yazoo 
River, north of Vicksburg, to destroy 
Confederate batteries and clear the 
channel of torpedoes. Seven miles 
above Vicksburg the flotilla came 
under fire, and her captain, Lt. 
Comdr. Thomas Selfridge ordered 
the guns to ready. As the gunboat 
turned towards shore disaster struck. 
Cairo was rocked by two explosions 
in quick succession, which tore 
gaping holes in the ship's hull. Within 
twelve minutes the ironclad sank into 
36 feet of water, but without loss of 
life. Cairo became the first ship in 
history to be sunk by an electrically 
detonated mine (torpedo). Over the 
years the gunboat was largely 
forgotten, and a shroud of silt and 
sand slowly covered her watery 
grave. Impacted in mud, Cairo 
became a time capsule in which 
priceless artifacts were preserved. 
 (Continued on page 5) 
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 (continued from page 3) 
The U.S.S. Cairo lay in her grave 

for 94 years when Edwin C. Bearss, in 
1956 (then Vicksburg National Military 
Park Historian and later Chief Historian 
for the entire National Park Service), set 
in motion a chain of events that would 
recover the vessel and her contents. By 
studying contemporary documents and 
maps, Bearss, was able to plot the 
approximate location of the wreck. With 
the help of “scientific” equipment such as 
a row boat, a pocket compass (for use as 
a magnetometer) and probe bars, Bearss 
and two associates set out in Nov.1956 to 
discover the grave of the Cairo. They 
were reasonably convinced they had 
found the Cairo, but three years lapsed 
before divers brought up armored port 
covers to positively confirm the find. A 
heavy accumulation of silt, swift current, 
and the ever-muddy river deterred the 
divers as they attempted to further 
explore the gunboat. 

Local interest and enthusiasm 
began to grow in 1960 with the recovery 
of the pilothouse, an 8-inch smoothbore 
cannon, its white oak carriage and other 
artifacts well preserved by the Yazoo 
mud. With financial support from the 
State of Mississippi, and funds raised 
locally, efforts to salvage the gunboat 
began in earnest. But disaster fell again. 
Hopes of lifting the ironclad and her cargo 
of artifacts intact were ruined in October 
of 1964 when the three-inch cables being 
used to lift the Cairo cut deeply into its 
wooden hull. This was a major blunder. It 
then became a question of saving as 
much of the vessel as possible. A 
decision was then made to cut the Cairo 
into three sections. By the end of 
December the battered remains were put 
on barges and towed to Vicksburg. 

In the summer of 1965 the barges 
carrying the Cairo were further  
 

towed to a shipyard on the Gulf Coast in 
Pascagoula, Mississippi, for treatment. 
There the armor was removed, cleaned 
and stored. The two engines were taken 
apart, cleaned and reassembled. 
Sections of the hull were braced internally 
and a sprinkler system was operated 
continually to keep the white oak 
structural timbers from warping and 
checking.  In 1972, Congress enacted 
legislation authorizing the National Park 
Service to accept title to the Cairo and 
restore the gunboat for display in 
Vicksburg National Military Park. Delays 
in funding the project halted progress 
until June 1977, when the vessel was 
transported to the park and partially 
reconstructed on a concrete foundation 
near the Vicksburg National Cemetery. A 
museum was completed in 1984. 

The recovery of artifacts from the 
Cairo revealed a treasure trove of 
weapons, munitions, naval stores and 
personal gear of the 175 officers and 
sailors who served on board. The 
gunboat and its artifacts can be visited 
along the park tour road at the U.S.S. 
Cairo Museum. It has become one of the 
major attractions of the Vicksburg NMP.  
 
*Eads is also remembered for developing 
a Lower Mississippi River flood control 
plan and as the builder in 1871-74 of the 
1520 foot long, double deck, multiple arch 
St. Louis Bridge, recently rededicated.  
 
References: “Hardluck Ironclad” by Edwin 
C. Bearss, 1966, 1980; ORN’s S1V22 & 
S2V1. 
                                                                                     
Bob Williams 9-6-03 
_________________________________ 

From the Editor 
Bob has been of great help to this editor 
by submitting articles. All of you are 
encouraged to do likewise. 



 
                                                    
 
                                                   
 
 
                                                 U.S.S. Cairo Then and Now 
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    James B. Eads                                   USS Cairo at Cairo, Illinois 1862                                 Thomas O. Selfridge 
  

            USS Cairo at Vicksburg NMP 2001                                          USS Cairo at Vickburg NMP 2001 
 

Cutaway Drawing of the Cairo                                   Type of Mine Used                         Ed Bearss 2003                  
Bob Williams: 9-6-03                                                                                                                                                                                           
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FAIR OAKS, CALIFORNIA AND 
IT'S CIVIL WAR CONNECTION  

Our city of Fair Oaks does in 
fact have a civil war connection. The 
Union forces had two General 
Howard's. The most famous was 0.0. 
Howard. His younger brother, 
Colonel Charles Henry Howard, was 
made a brevet Brigadier General at 
the end of the war. 

In one of the fates of war, 
both Howard brothers were severely 
wounded in the Battle of Fair Oaks, 
Virginia. Charles was a senior staff 
officer on the staffs of his brother as 
well as Generals Saxton and Grant. 
He also assisted with administration 
of the Freedman's Bureau during the 
early reconstruction period. 

In the late 1860's Charles 
Howard and a partner named Wilson 
purchased the Farm, Field and 
Fireside magazine and  
related almanac. At the time it was 
common for farm magazines to 
attempt to sell lots in colonies in 
various states. This scheme was a 
way to gain real estate commissions 
or kickbacks from the various 
speculative real estate promoters of 
the era. Their magazine had 3 
colonies, 2 in the south and one in 
Fair Oaks, CA. The magazine 
supported the sales of the colonies 
for three years then stopped the 
advertising for lack of profit. Charles 
Howard and his father in law actually 
purchased several lots in Fair Oaks 
but never lived there. 

Later, one of Charles 
Howard's sons, Burt, practiced 
medicine in the Sacramento area for 
most of his life. So while there is a 
Howard Street in Fair Oaks the area 
was not named after the battle of 
Fair Oaks, Virginia. In fact the name 
was bestowed on the area in 
recognition its beautiful oaks long 
before the civil war started.  
submitted by George Beitzel                                        
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Forever Free 
Whereas on the 22nd day of September, A.D. 1862, a proclamation was 
issued by the President of the United States, containing, among other 
things, the following, to wit: 
 "That on the 1st day of January, A.D. 1863, all persons held as 
slaves within any state or designated part of a state the people whereof 
shall then be in rebellion against the United States shall be then, 
thenceforward, and forever free; and the executive government of the 
United States, including the military and naval authority thereof, will 
recognize and maintain the freedom of such persons and will do no act or 
acts to repress such persons, or any of them, in any efforts they may 
make for their actual freedom. 
 "That the executive will on the 1st day of January afore said, by 
proclamation, designate the states and parts of states, if any, in which 
the people thereof, respectively, shall then be in rebellion against the 
United States; and the fact that any state or the people thereof shall in 
that day be in good faith represented in the Congress of the United 
States by members chosen thereto at elections wherein a majority of the 
qualified voters of such states shall have participated shall, in the 
absence of strong countervailing testimony, be deemed conclusive 
evidence that such state and the people thereof are not then in rebellion 
against the United States." 
 Now, therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln,…do, on this 1st day of 
January, A.D. 1863,…order and designate…the states and parts of states 
wherein the people thereof, respectively, are this day in rebellion against 
the United States…. 
 And by virtue of the power and for the purpose aforesaid, I do 
order and declare that all persons held as slaves within said designated 
states and parts of states are, and henceforward shall be, free; and that 
the executive government of the United States, including the military and 
naval authorities thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of said 
persons. 
 And I hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be free to 
abstain from all violence, unless in necessary self-defense; and I 
recommend to them that, in all cases when allowed, they labor faithfully 
for reasonable wages. 
 And I further declare and make known that such persons of 
suitable condition will be received into the armed service of the United 
States to garrison forts, positions, stations, and other places, and to man 
vessels of all sorts in said service. 
 And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice, 
warranted by the Constitution upon military necessity, I invoke the 
considerate judgment of mankind and the gracious favor of Almighty 
God. 

Lincoln, "The Emancipation Proclamation 
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The Sacramento Civil War Round Table meets the last 
Wednesday of every month except November and 
December. (A meeting is held either at the end of Nov. or 
the beginning of Dec.) We meet at the Sizzler 2030 Fulton 
Ave. Sacramento, CA (Near Fulton and Cottage Way) at 
7:00PM. Members and guests gather for food and 
conversation at 6:00PM. The Board of Directors meets at 
Carrows, 29th and J St. at 11:30AM to 1:00PM on the Wed. 
two weeks before the regular meeting for that month. 

 
 

Battle Cry Editor 
 The Battle Cry is the monthly newsletter of the 
Sacramento CWRT. Please submit items to the editor for 
publication no later than the meeting day of the Board of 
Directors, either at that meeting, (see above) by U.S. mail or by 
e-mail. BattleCryEditor@aol.com  Submissions are subject to 
availability of space and size limitations. Submissions do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the organization or the 
editor. 

The official address of this organization is: Sacramento 
Civil War Round Table P.O. Box 254702 Sacramento, CA 
95865-4702. http://www.sacramentocwrt.org  is the web site 
address. Check it for past newsletter editions and information 
about the group. 
 

 
Officers of the Sacramento Civil War Round Table for 2003 

Office Name Phone E-mail 
President Dennis Kohlmann (916) 726-4432 gkohlma@aol.com  
Vice-President Kit Knight (916) 721-1827 none 
Secretary Walt Bittle (916) 722-2552 waltb50@surewest.net 
Treasurer George Foxworth (916) 362-0178 gwfoxworth@earthlink.net  
Member-at-large Bob Williams (916) 487-8144 rmwilms@mindspring.com 
Member-at-large Don Hayden (916) 485-1246 djhbooklover@yahoo.com  
Webmaster Bernardo Buenrostro (916) 362-9837 bernxbb@ix.netcom.com 
Editor Jim Middleton (916) 363-8112 BattleCryEditor@aol.com 

 


