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President’s Message:
When I left the Hofbrau a couple weeks ago, I knew how many different
people had put in an appearance in the “Rubber Room” during the night before
Lincoln died. Now, the number is a bit blurred, were there 75 folks in that final
“fake” photograph? I say fake because according to George, there were no actual
photographs taken during that evening. I often wonder how much the earlier
events at Ford’s Theater changed history??? The Reconstruction era would have
been different! Would Grant have followed Lincoln as president in 1868?
Maybe a third term for Lincoln? Was Lincoln a more popular “war time”
president than he would have been in “peace time?” A big thanks to George
Beitzel for placing us in the Rubber Room – better redo that last picture and add
another 40 or so people.
I will be out of town on our next meeting date, October 8th. Dennis
Kohlmann will fill in for me as he does so ably. Either at that meeting or the
following on November 12th, we will be electing a new slate of officers. It is a
healthy sign when different members step up to run for an office – my thanks
and compliments to all. Dr. Don Hayden has agreed to serve a second term as
our president so there is no question that we will be strongly led in a healthy
direction. Remember - additional nominations for officers may be made from
the floor on election evening. There is one requirement – the person you
nominate, if elected, must have agreed to serve.
Our October meeting will be the last one before the Fresno / Clovis Civil
War Conference. Remember that Dennis Kohlmann is organizing carpools so if
you prefer to enjoy the drive down with fellow members, give him a call. I
counted 12 members at our last meeting who indicated they plan to attend. My
guess is that there may be more than that? Remember the basic conference
format – things kick off late Friday afternoon with registration, a social hour,
then dinner and a keynote speech. Activities continue through the day and into
the evening on Saturday. After a fairly early start on Sunday, the conference
winds up about noon or shortly after. These conferences are always educational
and fun – their future in this area looks a little shaky so be sure to sign up and
enjoy.
The lights have been burning late into the evening at the Savas residence
in El Dorado Hills. Why you ask? Ted has been polishing his presentation on
Lincoln and Davis at War. Ted’s history and my instincts tell me that this
presentation will have been well worth the wait. Glad that you’re feeling better
Ted. Meet your friends at the Hofbrau on the 8th – come early and stay late!

Paul Ruud President
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Treasurer’s Report
The cash balance following the September 10, 2008 meeting
was $2,400.78. Thanks to Dennis Kohlmann, other members, and
guests, the raffle brought in $58.00.
George Foxworth, Treasurer

MINUTES
SACRAMENTO CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE
SEPTEMBER 10, 2008
HOF BRAU RESTAURANT, WATT AVE, SACRAMENTO, CA
Attendance-27
Members-26
Paul Ruud, President
Dennis Kohlmann, Vice President
George Foxworth, Treasurer
Edie Keister, Secretary
Joan Beitzel
George Beitzel
Ken Berna
Roy Bishop
Ardith Cnota

Mitchell Cnota
Lydia Donaldson
Bill Donaldson
Brad Friedman
Bob Hanley
Scottie Hayden
Don Hayden
Jim Middleton, Editor
Betty Mitchell

Maurice Mitchell
Brad Schall
Kris Scivoletto
Nicholas Scivoletto
Drew Van Winkle
Robert Williams
Silver Williams
Susan Williams
Guest-1
John McCroy

1.

Meeting started at 7:02. There was a show of hands for members who will be attending the conference
in Fresno in November. President Ruud gave a short trivia quiz on Confederate States. I must confess,
we are quite brilliant.

2.

Member George Beitzel presented the long awaited (well, not that long ), “Rubber Room,” which
entailed the expanding number of visitors to the room where Lincoln died. Pages of pictures were
passed out to follow along. His wife Joan B. shared an actual page from Godey’s book, circa 1864.
George sold copies of “Lincoln’s Death Bed” and donated the money to our club. Thanks George and
Joan for your generosity and speaking talents.

3.

Raffle held and meeting ended at 8:35.

Edie Keister—Secretary

Date
Oct. 8th
Nov. 12th
Dec. 10th
Jan. 14th

Coming Programs 2008
Speaker
Topic
Ted Savas
“Lincoln and Davis at War”
Tim Carlsberg
“Acting as Capt. of CA 100”
Brad Schall
“Political Climate in 1860 Califrornia
Paul Ruud
“Antebellum West Point”
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A Currier & Ives print captioned, Taking the Stump or Stephen in
Search of His Mother, was issued in early July of 1860 when Douglas
had become the regular Democratic candidate for President,
Breckinridge the nominee of the Southern wing of that party, Bell the
head of the Constitutional Union ticket and Lincoln the standard
bearer of the Republicans. Douglas in the center, one leg in a stay,
remarks: “Gentlemen, I am going to see my mother and solicit a little
help. In running after a nomination I fell over a big lump of
Breckinridge and have been very lame ever since.”
Bell at the extreme left comments: “I think I will give him a
trifle in New York currency,” and Wise of Virginia, studying the
crippled Douglas, adds: ”He looks like a smart little fellow, and if I
were not Wise, I would go my pile on him.”
President Buchanan, at the rear and right of Douglas, advises
Breckinridge:”Here Breck, as Douglas has taken the stump you must
stump too,” and Breckinridge responds: “Well, old Buck, if you say so
I suppose I must, but I know it will be of no use, for I feel that I
haven’t a leg to stand on.”
While Lincoln leaning on a rail fence at the extreme right with
confident good humor hails the group:”Go it, ye cripples! Wooden legs
are cheap, but stumping won’t save you.”
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